EDITORIAL                                                         No. 95      July & August 2011
You will probably have already noticed, with the exception of Silver Street/B3181, Station Road and part of Gables Road, all of our street lights now automatically turn off at half past midnight and come on again at five thirty in the morning – if necessary.
FALSE CALLS TO THE POLICE 

Over the past weeks, Cullompton Police have received a number of false 999 calls to attend Willand.  All the calls have been made from the telephone kiosk on Silver Street, Willand. On attendance the Police have not found anyone or any incidents.
PCSO Jonathan Sims says that he believes the calls are being made by local Youths and are normally made later in the evening.  It is an offence to make malicious or hoax calls to the emergency services and if convicted, those responsible could face a fine of up to £5000. While officers are dealing with nuisance calls, they are not available for genuine emergencies and these calls could put other members of the public in danger if officers are tied up elsewhere.  The emergency services will respond to genuine issues of concern for safety and checks on welfare and will deal with these incidents promptly. If anyone can help with information on these nuisance calls in Willand, please call PCSO Jonathan Sims on 08452 777 444.
We have recently seen an increase in Anti-Social Behaviour in Willand and some of the incidents the Police have attended have involved underage drinking. Our ASB hot- spots in Willand are the parks/recreation areas, where sometimes young people gather and drink alcohol. This can then lead to bottles being broken and rubbish left lying around, which can be dangerous for younger children.
We have also had several incidents of Criminal Damage in the village over the last month, which I believe are linked to the underage drinking. Supplying Alcohol to under 18`s is an offence and fixed penalties can be issued. This also applies to those members of the public who have been pestered by under-age youths outside local shops. I am working with the One Stop and Spar convenience stores in the village to try and prevent this on-going problem.

Also last month we had an incident of motorcyclists riding without helmets in Elderberry Way. Their young passengers were also riding without helmets and we have now dealt with the riders and passengers involved.
Over the summer months we will be increasing our attention to Anti-Social Behaviour and will be very robust on our approach to make Willand a Safer community. We will be working more closely with other groups, including the Parish Council and the Youth Club. If you do witness any incidents of ASB in the village then please report them immediately to the Police by dialling 999.                   PCSO 30384 Jonathan Sims
 

WILLAND PARISH COUNCIL
The past couple of months have been very busy but we have been successful in a few areas.  We also need more help and feedback from you, please!
Bus shelters

You will have noticed that we have removed the old bus shelter on Silver Street, opposite Fir Close and replaced the bus shelter next to the telephone box.  Half of the cost came from the remaining funds for the three new shelters we had installed two years ago, the other half from our reserves.  

Playground equipment

We have also installed some extra swings, a bench and carried out some repairs in the Parish field play area. These were paid for by a grant from Devon County Council (from the sale of the airport) and a contribution from our open spaces funds held by Mid Devon District Council.  Many thanks to Cllr Ray Radford for initiating the grant and helping us to secure the bus stop funds.  Thanks also to Devon County Council for providing the grant.

The Gables

We had some feedback from you following our request for your views on what should happen to the Gables.  The general consensus was that some form of Community Facilities should be part of the future of the site.  We are trying to achieve this but as we received only 28 replies to over 1500 requests sent out, the results of our consultation are being dismissed as insignificant by some of the parties involved.  We need more feedback and IT IS NOT TOO LATE.  Perhaps another thousand of you could let us know what you think.  Just drop a short note to any one of your Parish Councillors or Tracy, our Clerk.  We have to assume that if you say nothing, you do not have a view.  

Emergency Plan

The Parish Council is currently updating the Emergency Plan for the village. You might wonder why such a plan is necessary as nearly all emergencies affecting communities are dealt with routinely by an integrated multi-agency response, including the emergency services, local authorities, utilities and voluntary agencies.  However, a situation could occur, such as extensive storm damage, deep snow (once more) or a major accident which could delay the arrival of outside assistance, when the community will need to help itself.   The recent fire in Victoria Close, which required the evacuation of around 200 residents, is a recent example.
We are interested in contacting anyone who may have any of the following skills; Doctor, Pharmacist, Nurse, First Aid, Builder, Plumber, Electrician, Engineer, Plant, Mechanic, Gas Installer, Fire Fighter, Rescue or Vet.  We would also be interested in hearing from anyone if you have the following available for emergency use; tractor, trailer, 4x4 vehicle, lorry, bus, JCB, lifting gear, portable pump, portable heater, gas cylinders, mobile water tank or chain saw. 

If you can assist with any of the above or if you have another skill or alternative equipment that might be of use in such an emergency situation, please contact Tracy on 01884 821736 or willandclerk@willandmatters.org.uk.  Your details will be held in confidence, only to be used by the authorised people in the event of an emergency 

Affordable housing needs survey

Willand Parish Council also wants to find out what demand there is for affordable housing in our parish.  One of the best ways of doing this is to carry out a “Parish Housing Needs Survey”, in the form of a questionnaire.  This is part of the Parish Council’s efforts to try to make sure that the housing needs of all its parishioners are met.  It’s important to our parish that every household fills in this form, so that we can get a clear picture of the needs of our community. Not everyone can afford to buy a house in Willand and those who can’t, should be given the chance to live here.

Jubilee 

We are considering holding an event in the Parish field to celebrate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee next year.  This is a once-in a-lifetime opportunity - it has only happened once before in history.  Why not help us in this by being part of an organising committee and start working on the planning now?  This is a real opportunity to get together, get to know your neighbours and have some fun on this special occasion.  Would you like to be one of the organisers?  If so please contact Tracy on 01884 821736 or willandclerk@willandmatters.org.uk.  

Parish Plan

One of the first sections of our Parish Plan will be Law and Order.  We need to form a steering group made up of a wide range of people from the village.  Law and order is of interest to all of us, particularly as we seem to have an increase in anti-social behaviour just now.  Many organisations will be involved in forming this plan but we need your involvement and support. Do you want to be part of this?  If so please contact Tracy on 01884 821736 or willandclerk@willandmatters.org.uk.

Parish Council

Finally, with so much going on, we need more people to volunteer as Parish Councillors.  We currently have four vacancies and we need people to help make a real difference to our village.   Do you want to be part of the future of our village? If so please contact Tracy on 01884 821736 or willandclerk@willandmatters.org.uk.

Thank you for reading this through to the end – and my councillor colleagues and I would really appreciate your help, advice and support.                                  Ray Ursell.
The early bird might get the worm, but the 
second mouse gets the cheese.
DEAN HILL ROAD, WILLAND,  ROAD CLOSURE
SWH Ltd is the Term Maintenance Contractor for Devon County Council. We are planning to undertake essential resurfacing works at the above location; circumstances permitting, the work will be undertaken between Thursday 14th July 2011 and Tuesday 19th July. To enable us to carry out these works safely, it will be necessary to close the road between 08:00 and 18:00.
We shall endeavour to maintain access to any properties in this location at all times and keep any inconvenience to a minimum, although some interruption may be unavoidable and for this we apologise in advance.  Your cooperation in this matter is appreciated. If you would like me to visit you to discuss the closure in more detail, please contact me using the telephone number below between 8.30am and 4.30pm Monday to Friday, to arrange a convenient time.
               Anna Smith, Community Liaison Officer, SWH Ltd (East - 01392 361066)

(The piece of road affected is the edge of the B3181 to the 30mph signs in Dean Hill Road – about 10 metres. It’s a part of road works here, which include patching and resurfacing of Staunch Hill, down to the Farm Shop.  Overall cost? £65,000.  Ed)
Women will never be equal to men until they can walk down the street with a bald head and a beer gut and still think they’re sexy.
SAMPFORD PEVERELL HISTORIC VEHICLES
Our vehicle show this year is being held at Uplowman Village Hall on Sunday 21st August 2011.  Anyone with any kind of historic vehicle (car/motorbike/tractor/engine etc) who would be keen to display it in our show would be extremely welcome. A new feature this year will be craft stalls/trade stands inside the hall.  We will also be including our ‘future classics’ section for more modern cars, as this proved extremely popular last year.

This year, as it is the 90th anniversary of the Royal British Legion, we have decided to make this our chosen charity and are therefore appealing to any local businesses or associations that would be willing to show their support for such a great organisation by donating raffle prizes.  We are also looking for volunteers to help out on the day too!

There will also be an all-day BBQ and Bar. If you would like to take part with a vehicle, have a trade/craft stand inside the hall, or would like to volunteer to help please contact:- Keith Astbury (cars & stands) 01884 820527, Donald Broom (tractors) 01884 820657, Bill Bloxham (motorbikes) 01884 820022)  or email lindyastbury@gmail.com   We look forward to seeing you.       
                        Lindy Astbury, Secretary – Sampford Peverell Historic Vehicles

One of the delights known to age, and beyond the grasp of youth,
 is that of ‘ I’m Not Going’.
CHRISTIAN AID WEEK  

Many thanks to all who contributed to the success of the Week, which raised £574.70p, including Gift Aid.  Thanks also to the shops for their willingness to provide collection points for the envelopes.  You may be interested to know that Christian Aid works in 45 countries to help bring people out of poverty.                                            David Ritchie
A bank is a place that will lend you money, 
if you can prove you don't need it.
WILLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL
On Wednesday 18th May, we were very lucky to have an educational visit from the Cullompton Fire Service. The fireman, who came to the school, explained to us how dangerous fire can be and showed us a video.  Everyone now knows all about fire and how dangerous fire can be.  We thank Cullompton Fire Service for visiting us and Mr Lang for organising it.
On Thursday 24th May Willand Primary School took part in the Crediton Tag Rugby Tournament.  We did exceptionally well and tried extremely hard, both teams put in 110% into all of their matches.  The hard work paid off as the A team came 3rd or 4th and were very close to getting into the semi-finals!  The teams were really proud of themselves as it was the best results we’ve had in a long time!  Well done to both teams for doing so well!
Willand football team made it to the semi-finals of the league this year with the aim of winning against Bradninch Primary School!  A heart breaking semi-final cup match started well for Willand after Zach scored early on before Duchy equalised just before half-time. Tom managed to put Willand in front before Duchy scored in the last minute, breaking Willand`s heart and going into extra time. Luckily they kept their heads high to take the lead once more… but it wasn’t enough to stop Duchy, who managed to get another goal sending the game into penalties. Aaron saved their first penalty before Callum slotted the ball home.  After that they scored all of theirs while we missed our last two, knocking us out of the cup.  Willand 3-3 Duchy {1-1 in extra time, 4-3 in penalties to Duchy}.
By the time you read this you will hopefully have joined us at the Willand School Sports Day on Tuesday 21st of June at Willand Rovers Football Ground. We have all been practising really hard and everyone is excited about the event.  Sports day is one of the most loved events of year; we hope you didn’t miss it!
This year the KS2 play is Gel. It has a loosely based ‘Grease’ theme!  KS2 will be rehearsing extremely hard to make this year’s play a success and are looking forward to future rehearsals.  All senior citizens are welcome to come along free and enjoy the dress rehearsal on 13th July.  Evening tickets for the 14th and 15th of July will be available soon from the school office.              Holly, Niamh, Sam, Liam, Olivia.
Why does someone believe you when you say there are four billion stars, but have to check when you say the paint is wet?  

MAPS
I know it’s sad but ever since I started to read MDDC Planning Applications, I’ve been confused by their method of specifying map references. It would appear many other people have had the same problem, so they have now decided to put an explanatory feature on their website. 

In giving 12-figure grid co-ordinates, it is possible to locate a point on a map to an accuracy of 1 square metre. The problem is very few people have access to maps large enough to provide this amount of detail. Consequently, if you are using a Landranger 1:50,000 scale map, you only need a six-figure co-ordinate (i.e. 3 Eastings and 3 Northings). If you are trying to locate a given point from the Planning Department’s map references, for this scale map you need the second, third and fourth numbers from both the Eastings and Northings specified.    On a smaller scale map, such as those scaled 1:2500, you would use an eight figure co-ordinate (second, third, fourth and fifth digits). That’s what their website says, anyway. 

If you want to investigate further, logon to the Ordnance Survey website at http://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/oswebsite/education/teachingresources/nationalgrid/index.html                                                                                                             Ed.
NEWS FROM COLDHARBOUR MILL  
Saturday 30th July: Wool & Craft Fair   Crafts galore!!  10am – 4pm.  An opportunity to find out what local craftspeople are doing & buy their unique products, as well as to see & buy what is being produced at the Mill.  

Sunday 29th & Mon 30th August:  Bank Holiday STEAM-UP!  10am-4pm. Engines in steam from 11am.  Mill tours, restaurant, picnic areas, shop, children's activities.  A  great family day out!
The Gill Box Restaurant is open 7 days a week 10am-5.30pm, & also on Thurs, Fri & Sat evenings.  No need to book except for a large group – phone free on 0800 389 3859. 
Until September, Coldharbour Mill  is open to visitors daily, 10am-4pm, for self-guided tours of the working spinning & weaving areas and the Fox Gallery, with its World War 2 'Home Front' Exhibition, embroidered Millennium Screen, Model Railway &  Art Exhibition.

Please telephone 01884 840960 (9.30-12.30am Mon-Fri) for more information about Mill events, or visit the Mill website - www.coldharbourmill. org.uk - for further information about the Mill and its history, educational programme, craft workshops & products.   The Culm Valley Millennium Screen cards, a great favourite still after ten years production, are now back in the Mill Shop at £1.50 per set. They aren't on display in the shop at present, so customers will need to ask for them.   Thanks, Susan Wasfi
When I was a boy of 14, my father was so ignorant I could hardly bear to have him around. But when I got to 21, I was astonished at how much he had learned in seven years.

WILLAND GARDEN CLUB

At our April meeting we had a change from our usual speaker with a quiz, with photographs of sites / buildings in Devon. Some of them were quite difficult, but we had a worthy winner in Mrs J Salter, who received a book of Devon walks as a prize. In May, we heard about the European beavers, which have been introduced at Escot and about the conservation project being undertaken along the river valley there. A record number of members (and some guests) went to the Lost Gardens of Heligan on 1st June. We had a guided tour of the top of the garden and some of the hardier ones ventured into the jungle and Lost Valley and managed to return in one piece. Our July talk is by Caradoc Doy on the Lobb brothers.

Our plant sale in May was very successful, raising a good amount for the Flower Show. We are hoping that we will have a good number of entries for the show this year, which is on Saturday, 13th August. There are schedules available in the village hall entrance or you can get one from me. Topics for the photography section are “Something unusual in the garden” and “A tree”. Flower arrangements are: “A book title” (2’6”), 1 candle and 5 blooms (18”), a miniature arrangement (4”) and a foliage arrangement (18”). 

For further details about the Garden Club, please email me at candrallan@talktalk.net or phone me on 01884 33828. If you would like me to call you back, just leave a short message on my answerphone.                      Carol Allan, Garden Club Secretary

Behind every successful man is his woman. Behind the fall of a successful man is usually another woman.   

ENHANCED RECYCLING SERVICE
Following an efficiency study for MDDC, a trial started in mid-June in two areas of Cullompton – 574 households in an urban area and 258 rural, to assess the impact of possible changes to the recycling service, as you will have read in the local press. The trial includes the following changes:

· Increase the frequency of recycling box collection from fortnightly to weekly.

· Collect cardboard and mixed plastic bottles in the recycling box.

· Collect food waste every week in a separate container, using the same lorry that collects the recycling box material.

· Issue a wheeled bin for non-recyclable refuse (landfill) and limit the quantity of refuse to what will fit in the bin.
· Collect garden waste as a separate item and introduce a charge for this service.

· In the rural 20% of the district, reduce the frequency of refuse collection from weekly to fortnightly (and maintain fortnightly frequency in the other 80%).

In May, a survey was sent to those taking part in the trial (before it started), seeking their views on the proposals. Each household was asked to tick ONE of three possible answers. The 541 answers received showed 13% would prefer a weekly recycling and food-waste collection and would be willing to pay £30.00 per year for garden waste to be collected. 45% would prefer a weekly recycling/food waste collection and would deal with their own garden waste, while 42% thought this scheme would be worse than the current service.

If the new recycling system is introduced, a charge of around £30.00 would be made for the collection of garden waste…   Charging for garden waste collection is seen as a key element of the proposed service “in order to achieve the projected savings”. For the trial scheme, it would be considered unfair to charge householders for this collection. Therefore, a separate, non-chargeable, monthly collection, on request, will be made during the trial period. 

The Council Briefing Paper says “changes to the waste collection service, particularly the introduction of a new charge, are politically sensitive and the financial savings uncertain” – hence the implementation of the trial, which will end the first week in October and households will then revert to their existing method of collection. A second household survey will be held, after the trial, and a final feedback to householders and Council recommendations will be made at the end of October 2011. The results of the trial, following the consultation with all householders involved, will be at a Special Meeting in the Autumn.                                                               Ed.
It’s O.K. to break rules as long as you signal awareness.
LETTER TO THE ED.

Dear Brian – I wonder if you would thank everyone who helped at the Willand Coffee Morning for College Surgery on 28th May and those who gave items to sell.  A wonderful £230 was raised.  Can I also mention Ron & I will be holding our Museum Open Day for Children’s Hospice South West on the 28th August, from 12.00 ‘til 4.00pm.   Many thanks,                                                                 Frosty (Glenda Frost)
AND ANOTHER
Dear Brian – I absolutely agree with your assertion, in the May/June edition, that more of us should offer to stand for election locally. However, most councillors are of a certain age. Experience counts but we desperately need the views of younger people to provide balance. Wisdom is not exclusive to the middle-aged and above! The prime factor is quality.

On reading the election address of each candidate in the May elections, I noted a certain paucity of relevant ‘quality’ information. One prospective District Councillor even failed to provide an election address when requested to do so by telephone and in person. It was deemed ‘not necessary’. However charming the candidate may be, this shows impertinence to the electorate, verging on arrogance, when merely name, address and contact details are provided.

If we were to purchase a dog, we would most likely want to know the pedigree, hip score, Kennel Club registration, vaccination record and if it had been thoroughly wormed. Why, therefore, should we give our vote to candidates who give so little information about their background, abilities and experience necessary to fulfil the role of councillor? Is this yet another factor in the low turn-out at elections, I ask?

                                                                             Yours sincerely,  Brian Badcock.

You’ve turned into your Dad the day you put aside 

a thin stick of wood just for stirring paint.

NUTRITION

After an exhaustive review of research literature, here’s the final word on nutrition and health:

1. Japanese eat very little fat and suffer fewer heart attacks than us.

2. Mexicans eat a lot of fat and suffer fewer heart attacks than us.

3. Chinese drink very little red wine and suffer fewer heart attacks than us.

4. Italians drink huge amounts of red wine and suffer fewer heart attacks than us

5. Germans drink beer and eat lots of sausages and fats and suffer fewer heart attacks than us.

6. The French eat foie-gras, full fat cheese and drink red wine and suffer fewer heart attacks than us.

7. CONCLUSION: Eat and drink what you like. Speaking English is apparently what kills you. 

I’m getting to an age when I can only enjoy 

Alphabet Spaghetti if I’m wearing my reading glasses.
CAMEO
Because of the Elections, we could not have our May meeting in the Village Hall, so Mary arranged a mystery trip instead. We had lovely weather and the countryside was looking its best. We travelled via minor roads to the Hunters Lodge Inn, near Charmouth and had a delicious meal there. We had a short business meeting and the evening ended up with a draw organised by Wyn.   Mr. Michael Shaw was our Speaker in June and had us in fits of laughter with his experiences of being a Vet for over 30 years. He had some serious suggestions, too, for the care of our own pets. The evening finished with members talking about their own animal anecdotes.
We have a busy time ahead. A trip to Tiverton Town Hall to see all the Mayoral regalia and hopefully to look at the casket recently purchased by the Council for the citizens of the Tiverton area.  We are off to Pecorama in July and to the Met. Office in September.  We had a successful Coffee Morning for the Village Hall and our own funds and have received a letter of thanks from the Village Hall committee for our donation. Our big charity Coffee Morning is on 15th October, raising money for the Alzheimers Society. We all know someone with this distressing illness, so any contribution we can make towards their research will go to a very good cause and we feel sure that you will all turn up and support us as you always do. If you have any items you could donate for the stalls etc. these will be very welcome.  
The Walking Group have been putting their best foot forward and have had walks over Exmoor and the Blackborough Hills where they saw the new-born foals at the riding stables.  Ashclyst Forest was visited and a lovely circular walk around Dulverton and Court Down ending up with (well you can guess) a cream tea at Dulverton.  We are hoping to create some new sub-groups within Cameo in the near future - arts and crafts and a music and reading section.
The Singles Group have been on their annual holiday, this time to the Lake District, and although the weather was variable, they enjoyed a boat trip and a train ride on the Settle to Carlisle railway. This proved to be the highlight of the holiday for all the wrong reasons. We had an awful "guide" on the train, telling us which way to look as he pointed out various sights for us to see. Mainly though it was a case of "oh sorry we've just passed that and you've missed it!" and so it went on throughout the journey and he hadn't thought to remember that his "right" was our "left", so that didn't help matters!  We came off the train hysterical with laughter and our sides aching.  We also visited the world-famous pencil factory, Derwent pencils, which was very interesting and to hear about their contribution to the war effort. The rubbers were taken out of the end of the pencils and minute compasses fitted and tiny maps were inserted where the lead would be. When they were re-assembled, no one could possibly tell what was inside and these were obviously a great help to escaping servicemen. There was, of course, the greatest secrecy and only the three owners of the factory knew about this and worked secretly at night when the factory was closed.                               Betty Penberthy
WILLAND VILLAGE HALL

There were no visitors to our AGM in May. We were so sorry to receive Arthur Upham’s resignation as a trustee, because of his recent bad health. Arthur has been a stalwart supporter of the Hall for many years and we will miss him. Brian Thomas was re-elected as Chairman, Hazel Newman as Secretary and Carol Allan as treasurer. There are a number of organisations who are eligible to have a trustee on the committee but have yet to choose someone. Also, we have two vacancies for public representatives. Without a strong committee of trustees, the management of the hall becomes very difficult, so please contact Hazel Newman or me if you may be interested. There are 10 meetings a year, held on the 4th Monday of each month except August and December. The meetings usually last between 45 minutes and an hour.

We are applying for grants towards repairing the flat roof and are also investigating putting photovoltaic cells on the roof to help with our electricity bills and hopefully generate some income for the hall.

Frances Wilcox is still organising monthly bingo sessions on the second Tuesday of each month and they are proving to be a good fundraiser.

If you would like to make a booking or obtain more information about the hall, please contact Hazel Newman, our Booking Secretary or me. You can also print off a booking form online – just Google ‘Willand Village Hall’. 

                                                                        Carol Allan, Village Hall Treasurer
Don’t expect fair weather friends to provide a port in a storm.

WILLAND YOUTH CLUB
Firstly, apologies to anyone who turned up to our AGM on May 17th .  I made a mistake when I put this in the last magazine, it should have been May 24th . I hope everyone that wanted to come got the message about the wrong date - and Thank you to those of you that did attend.  Mel Billings has remained as Chairperson, Dale Dennis has taken up the position of Vice Chair, Anne-Marie Roberts is now our Treasurer and I have remained as Secretary.
We are very sad that Arthur Upham has had to step down from the committee due to continued poor health. Arthur has been on the committee for some 38 years and the committee is very grateful to him for all his hard work over the years - he has been our steadfast rock. The committee and the young people will miss him greatly, as he has always been there with words of wisdom and support. We hope your health improves, Arthur, and that you will still pop in on us when you’re able.
With the amount of young people attending at the moment, it is really important that parents don’t just send their child along to the club. PLEASE contact the club first and make sure you have filled out a contact / consent form if your child’s name is not already on our register, otherwise they will not be admitted. Can parents also make sure they collect their children on time?  If you have been delayed for any reason, please call the club on 01884 35218 and let us know.
To help with safeguarding the young people, we have now installed CCTV in the main areas of the club. This is movement activated, so only records when there is movement within the building. We are hoping this will help when incidents happen and an adult hasn’t seen it. As we find sometimes, the minute you turn your back, something inevitably happens!
From September 1st we will be increasing our entry fee from 50p to 75p. With the rising costs, the committee felt that an increase was long over-due, as entry has been at 50p for over 10 years. There has also been a increase in our party charges with immediate effect. Bouncy Castle party for 2 hours is now £55 and the Disco for 2 hours is £75.

We have had many request to do another car boot sale and as the last one was such as success, we have decided to have another one on July 9th in the Village Hall Car Park. Sellers from 1.00 pm, Buyers from 2.00 pm.  We will be having the popular bike sale, as well as Bouncy Castle, Face painting, Cakes stall + BBQ. If you would like to book a place, please call Mel Billings on 07766141361. We look forward to seeing you all there!                                                                                              Frances Wilcox
Marriage is like keeping pet rabbits – you get 
more than you bargained for.
DON’T PANIC.

It’s five past five on a Sunday morning. We are woken by the sound of the fire alarm in the hall. An initial sniff is inconclusive so we investigate. No sign of anything amiss.  We check adjoining rooms, the garage, even the loft. Nothing. Press the centre section of the alarm to stop it. It starts again about two minutes later. Still no sign of any smoke. Satisfied there is no fire, I press the centre button again and it stops. And starts again two minutes later.  I find a pair of steps to climb to remove the alarm and I prise it off, not remembering I should twist it anti-clockwise to unscrew it from the ceiling fixing. Satisfied there is no fire (and wide awake by now), we have a cup of tea. No other alarms have joined in so we assume it must be a faulty one. They were fitted in 2009 by the local Fire & Rescue people in Cullompton – you remember there was an offer to install them to those who requested a visit? They are the five-inch-diameter Fireangel 10 Year Optical smoke alarm – battery not replaceable. Having since searched through the filing system for the explanatory leaflet, I discover we weren’t given one. A phone call to the manufacturer brings the news that being an extremely sensitive optical alarm, it was almost certainly set off by the two tiny spiders that crawled out of it when I removed it from the ceiling – nothing to do with a dying battery. I was instructed to use the extension on the Hoover on it at least on a 3-monthly basis. You have been warned!!                                                                           Ed.
A bus station is where a bus stops. A train station is where 
a train stops. On my desk, I have a work station.
GROWTH & RE-ORGANISATION

“We trained hard…. but it seemed that every time we were beginning to form up into effective teams, we would be re-organised. I was to learn later in life that we tend to meet any new situation by re-organising; and a wonderful method it can be for creating the illusion of progress while producing confusion, inefficiency and demoralisation.”

                                                               -  Petronius Arbitor – 210 B.C. (allegedly)
WILLAND HISTORY GROUP

First of all, we would like to thank those who responded to our appeal for information regarding Tiverton Junction livestock market and Willand’s last blacksmith, William Clist; we have had some useful leads and are currently following them up.  
Back in April we celebrated the tenth anniversary of the formation of Willand History Group with a fine meal at the Halfway House – good company and excellent food (plus very palatable beer!).  So thanks to all involved and particularly to Bridget for efforts with our very own birthday cake!
In the meantime, group activities continue. This summer, weather permitting, we plan a ‘Village walk’, touring the historic locations and buildings around the parish and to photograph them as a record of how they are in 2011. This brings us neatly on to an early plug for our annual local history exhibition, to be held at the Village Hall in November. Our proposal to base the exhibition around celebrations, commemorations and village events will be shelved till next year (to coincide with the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee). Therefore, this year the exhibition will focus on Willand one hundred years ago, especially as revealed through the 1911 census.  It will include displays on some of the notable events of that year, such as the death of Dr Tracey of the Gables or the founding of the livestock market. The exhibition will also consider the many and varied changes that have happened in Willand over the past century – business and housing developments, agricultural changes, loss of historic buildings (e.g. Townlands House), the founding of groups, sports or activities, etc, etc – so if you have any pictures that might illustrate such changes to Willand, we would love to hear from you. 
We would like to thank Irene Anstis and her daughter, Marion Woolfenden, for kindly loaning a bundle of documents relating to cottages on Silver Street. They provide valuable information and add to our knowledge of some of Willand’s historic houses, including part of what was once Holcombes Farmhouse and what was once the parish ‘Poorhouse’ (both opposite Fir Close).  

Finally, amongst documents kindly loaned to us by Derek Rowe were editions of the Willand Advertiser for September (Issue 2) and October (Issue 3) 1984. These are short booklets that advertise local businesses and village events and give an interesting snapshot of life in the parish long before the Willand Magazine and within living memory for many of us. Amongst those businesses mentioned are Nigel Long ‘Your Local Builder’, Cee  Gees Hair & Beauty (next to Willand Service Station) and Lee’s Fish Bar on Station Road. Also on Station Road was Salters Stores, the shop run by Bob Salter (now demolished) – amongst the products advertised are ‘young boiling chicken’ at £1.25 each and local grown potatoes at 28p for 5lbs. Also advertising his potatoes was Derek Rowe, who proclaimed he, “Has a Liberal quantity of potatoes at a very Conservative price harvested by hard Labour, at ‘The Elms’, Old Village” (there was an election at the time!). Verbeer Manor printed their menu of ‘Good Food’ at ‘Kimberley’s Tavern’, which included Ham & Chips (£1.35), Chilli Con Carne (£1.85), Crispy Scampi (£2.75) or Tavern T-bone Steak (£4.85). Accompanying the October Willand Advertiser is another pamphlet entitled Focus on Willand (Issue 8) the newsletter of the local Liberals. Together with the expected political propaganda are several items of local news and a Parish Council ‘roundup’. The main local issue at that time appears to have been the organisation by Gladys Godfrey (Chair of the Parish Council) of opposition to the closure of Tiverton Junction Railway Station. There must be more surviving editions of the Willand Advertiser, Focus on Willand or other similar village newsletters that existed before the current magazine. If you have a copy, we would be very interested in copying them for the Willand Archive. 

                                James Morrison, 01884 250057 (jamorrison@supanet.com)

You were right when you were twelve years old: there really isn’t a time in adulthood when algebra is useful.
AND FINALLY
You will remember the media reports, the upheaval of moving households of people to the safety of the Village Hall and the sight of the house in Victoria Close after the fire there on 27th November last. There was a considerable amount of co-ordination required between numerous groups of people, both in and outside of the village and you may have witnessed the activity that has been going on since then on the site, mostly by neighbours and friends of Ian Firkin and his family. At the time of the fire, the local Police Commander said “the local effort was unbelievable and made all the difference”
That local effort has continued since last November and on Saturday & Sunday, 25th & 26th June, an army of volunteers were due to spend time decorating the interior and manning the lunchtime BBQ (weather permitting). The majority of us in Willand have taken no part in helping Ian to try to restore his home – although we cannot help but admire those who have embraced a community spirit over this past six months to spend their time freely to help him in his task. And we would like to believe that if such a disaster happened to us, our neighbours would be just as generous with their time.                 
WILLAND DIARY            
July

Monday       4th      Culm District Flower Club                 W.V.H.,               2.15pm
Tuesday       5th     Willand Rovers Bingo                         W.V.H.,              7.30pm 
Thursday     7th      CAMEO ‘My Art Work-L Beckford’ W.V.H.,             7.15pm
Saturday      9th      Youth Club Car Boot Sale                   W.V.H.,             2.00pm
Saturday      9th    Folk Dance Club Dance                       W.V.H.,             8.00pm

Tuesday     12th    Willand Village Hall Bingo                                             7.30pm
Thursday    14th   Road works begin at Dean Hill Road

Thursday    14th   Over 60’s Club                                     W.V.H.,             2.15pm
Saturday    16th    Over 60’s Coffee Morning                   W.V.H.,           10.15am

Tuesday     19th     Willand Rovers Bingo                          W.V.H.,             7.30pm
Friday        22nd     Blood donors                                       W.V.H.
Saturday    23rd      Cowgirl Twisters                                  W.V.H.,            7.30pm
Monday     25th    Over 60’s Club Mystery Trip                W.V.H.,            9.30am 

Tuesday     26th     Willand Church Hall Whist Drive                                  7.30pm

Saturday    30th    Wood & Craft Fair,                  Coldharbour Mill

August

Monday      1st       Culm District Flower Club                    W.V.H.,            2.15pm
Tuesday      2nd      Willand Rovers Bingo                           W.V.H.,           7.30pm
Thursday    4th      CAMEO ‘I was Secretary to the Queen’ W.V.H.         7.15pm

Tuesday      9th
     Willand Village Hall Bingo                                           7.30pm
Thursday   11th     Over 60’s Club                                      W.V.H.,           2.15pm

Friday      12th     CUT-OFF FOR INPUT TO THE SEPTEMBER MAG.
Saturday   13th     WILLAND FLOWER & VEGETABLE SHOW,         2.30pm 
Tuesday    16th     Willand Rovers Bingo                           W.V.H.,            7.30pm
Friday       19th       Cowgirl Twisters                                    W.V.H.,           8.00pm
Sunday     21st      Sampford Peverell Historic Vehicle Show, Uplowman V.H.

Monday    22nd      Over 60’s Club Outing - Cheddar/Burnham W.V.H.,      9.30am
Tuesday    23rd      Willand Church Hall Whist Drive                                    7.30pm

